APPROVED

by Order No 163 of 10 May 2002

of the Minister of Economy 

of the Republic of Lithuania

TECHNICAL REGULATION ON THE INDICATION BY LABELLING AND THE PROVISION OF STANDARD PRODUCT INFORMATION OF THE CONSUMPTION OF ENERGY AND OTHER RESOURCES BY HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCES

I. GENERAL PROVISIONS

1. This Technical Regulation (hereinafter referred to as the Regulation) is intended for the indication by labelling and standard product information of the consumption of energy and other essential resources by household appliances, thereby allowing consumers to choose most energy-efficient appliances.

The Regulation shall apply to all types of household appliances, even when they are sold for non-household uses.

2. The purpose of the Regulation is the presentation of national measures on the publication of information on the consumption of energy and other essential resources, and additional information concerning certain types of household appliances, and the harmonisation of the said measures with those applied in the European Union.

3. The Regulation has been drafted following Council Directive 92/75/EEC on the indication by labelling and standard product information of the consumption of energy and other resources by household appliances.

4. Where, pursuant to the requirements of the legal acts of the Republic of Lithuania drafted in accordance with Directive 86/594/EEC, the publication of information on the airborne noise emitted by household appliances is required, such information shall be given on the label following the requirements of the implementing regulations.

5. The Regulation shall be binding on all suppliers of household appliances and legal persons established by them in the European Union or the Republic of Lithuania, which are either authorised representatives or distributors placing household appliances on the market of the Republic of Lithuania.

6. The Regulation shall apply to the following types of household appliances:

6.1. refrigerators, freezers and their combinations;

6.2. washing machines, dryers and their combinations;

6.3. dishwashers;

6.4. ovens;

6.5. water heaters and hot-water storage appliances;

6.6. lighting sources;

6.7. air-conditioning appliances;

6.8. further new types of household appliances the consumption of energy by which becomes important with technical progress, and energy efficiency of which must be improved.

7. The Regulation shall not apply to fishes or their equivalent, the purpose of which is the safety of the appliance.

8. There shall be no obligation to label the models of appliances the production of which has ceased before the regulation drafted on the basis of the relevant implementing directive comes into effect, or to label second-hand appliances.

9. For the purpose of this Regulation, the following terms and definitions shall apply:

Distributor means a natural or legal person who sells, hires, offers for hire-purchase or displays household appliances to end-users, the activity of which has no effect on the efficient use of energy by the household appliance.

Supplier means a natural or legal person. This concept shall apply to the manufacturer or his authorised representative or the person who places household appliances on the Lithuanian market, and who has an effect on the efficient use of energy by the household appliance placed on the market.

Label means a standard table of information relating to the efficiency of the appliance in question.

Other essential resources means water, chemicals or any other substance consumed by an appliance in normal use.

Supplementary information means other information concerning the performance of an appliance or which is helpful in evaluating its use of energy or other essential resources.

Fiche means a table used for the presentation of supplementary information concerning the performance of an appliance.

Harmonised standard means a standard with the reference number published in the Official Journal of the European Communities and which has been transposed by the national standards body as a Lithuanian standard with the reference number published in the Standards Catalogue of the Republic of Lithuania.

Technical regulation means a legal act that provides technical requirements, either directly or by referring to or incorporating the content of a standard, technical specification or code of practice.

Implementing regulation means a technical regulation specifying the requirements for the labelling of the relevant household appliance, which has been drafted in accordance with this Regulation and which implements the requirements thereof.

Notified body means a testing laboratory, certification or control body, authorised by the State to perform the conformity assessment tasks and which has been notified to the other States.

Market surveillance institution means a state institution which performs the functions laid down in the legal acts of the Republic of Lithuania and which monitors the conformity of the products placed on the market with the established requirements. 

Authorised institution means a state institution authorised by the legal acts of the Republic of Lithuania to perform public administration functions related to conformity assessment.

II. PRESENTATION OF INFORMATION ON HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCES

10. Information relating to the consumption of electric energy, other forms of energy and essential resources shall be brought to the consumers’ attention by means of a label and a fiche attached to household appliances offered for sale, hire, hire-purchase or displayed to end-users.

11. All suppliers placing on the market the household appliances specified in the implementing regulations shall abide by the provisions of this Regulation and shall supply a label in conformity with the requirements concerning labels and their information as set in this Regulation and implementing regulations.

12. In addition to the labels, suppliers shall provide a product fiche which shall be contained in all product brochures. Where these are not provided by the supplier, the fiche shall be printed in other publication mean for the product. The fiche used shall in all respects comply with the requirements set for fiches and information presented therein as laid down in this Regulation and implementing regulations.

13. Suppliers shall prepare such technical documentation which shall be sufficient to enable the accuracy of the information contained in the label and the fiche to be assessed. The technical documentation shall include:

13.1. a general description of the product;

13.2. the results of design calculations carried out, where these are relevant;

13.3. test reports (where prepared), including those carried out by appropriately notified certification bodies as defined under other legal acts of the Republic of Lithuania and the European Union;

13.4. where values are derived from those obtained for similar models, the same information for these models.

14. Suppliers shall make this documentation available for inspection purposes for a period of five years after the last product has been manufactured.

15. Information contained in the labels and fiches of each type of appliances shall be defined in the implementing regulations meant for that appliance. The implementing regulations shall specify:

15.1. the exact definition of the type of appliances;

15.2. the measurement harmonised standards and methods in obtaining the information on the consumption of electric energy, other types of energy and of other essential resources;

15.3. the procedure for the presentation of details of the technical documentation;

15.4. the design and content of the label, which as far as possible shall have uniform design characteristics;

15.5. the location where the label shall be fixed to the appliance. Where appropriate, the label may be attached to or printed on the packaging;

15.6. the content and where appropriate the format and other supplementary information concerning the fiche. The information on the label shall also be included on the fiche.

16. The implementing regulations shall make provision to ensure that potential buyers (customers) are provided with the essential information specified in the label or the fiche before buying an appliance also in those cases where the relevant appliances are offered for sale, hire or hire-purchase by mail-order, by catalogue or by other means which imply that the potential buyer (customer) cannot be expected to see the appliance displayed.

17. The implementing regulations shall make provision for the incorporation on the label or on the fiche of information on airborne noise emitted by household appliance, where such information is required by the legal acts of the Republic of Lithuania drafted in accordance with Directive 86/594/EEC, and of other public information required by other legal acts.

18. Having regard to the fact that Directive 79/531 on the indication by labelling of energy consumption by electric ovens is planned to be revised, the Republic of Lithuania shall apply the provisions concerning the labelling of electric ovens of this Directive until a revised directive is adopted. 

19. In respect of labelling, the following requirements shall apply:

19.1. whenever an appliance specified in an implementing regulation is displayed, distributors shall attach an appropriate label in the Lithuanian language in the clearly visible position specified in the relevant implementing regulation.

19.2. suppliers shall supply the necessary labels free of charge to the distributors. Suppliers are free to choose their own system for the delivery of labels. However, where a distributor sends a request for labels, the supplier must ensure that the requested labels are delivered promptly.

20. Suppliers shall be responsible for the accuracy of the information contained in the labels and fiches.

21. Suppliers shall be deemed to have given their consent to the publication of the information given on the label or the fiche.

III. THE PLACING OF HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCES ON THE MARKET

22. All necessary measures in respect of labelling shall be taken to ensure that:

22.1. all suppliers and distributors established in the territory of the Republic of Lithuania fulfil their obligations under the Regulation;

22.2. if this is likely to mislead or confuse, the display of other labels, marks, symbols or inscriptions relating to energy consumption, which do not comply with the requirements of this Regulation and of the relevant implementing regulations is prohibited. This prohibition shall not apply to the national or the EU environmental labelling schemes;

22.3. the introduction of the system of labels and fiches concerning energy consumption is accompanied by educational and promotional information campaigns aimed at encouraging more responsible use of energy by private consumers.

23. The State Non-Food Product Inspectorate under the Ministry of Economy (a market surveillance institution) and the State Energy Inspectorate under the Ministry of Economy (a supervisory authority), each within its competence, shall take all necessary measure to ensure that only those household appliances which are in conformity with the labelling requirements of this Regulation are placed on the market.

24. The placing on the market in the Republic of Lithuania of household appliances meeting the labelling and other requirements set for them by implementing regulations shall be neither prohibited nor restricted.

IV. FINAL PROVISIONS

25. Unless there is evidence to the contrary, the labels and fiches shall be deemed to comply with the provisions of this Regulation and other implementing regulations. Market surveillance institutions and supervisory authorities may require the suppliers to furnish evidence concerning the accuracy of the information supplied on the labels or fiches when they have reason to suspect it is incorrect.

27. Conformity assessment procedures in accordance with the provisions of the Regulation shall be performed by those notified bodies appointed by the Ministry of Economy or the institution authorised by the Ministry of Economy, which comply with the regulations for the appointment of notified conformity assessment bodies, approved by Order No 236 of 30 June 1999 of the Minister on Economy On the Approval of the Regulations for the Appointment of Notified Conformity Assessment Bodies (Official Gazette No 62-2058, 1999).

28. The Ministry of Economy or its authorised institution shall prepare and submit to the committee established by the European Commission comments and recommendations concerning the implementation of the labelling requirements and shall publish in the publication “Valstybės Žinios” (Official Gazette) the requirements for the indication by labelling of energy and other resources, which are published in the Official Journal of the European Communities.

29. Persons who are in violation of the requirements of this Regulation shall be liable in the manner prescribed by laws of the Republic of Lithuania.
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